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after modest beginnings ultimately swept German
statesmen forward in spite of themselves. It is true
that up to the present the more sensible section of the
German people will not hear of it. The leading
statesmen in particular, including Prince Bismarck, are
thoroughly and in principle opposed to it. Experience
teaches, however, that fanatics are always more energetic
and active than those who weigh the consequences of
their acts ; and it may therefore be regarded as certain
that the agitation in Germany, which is maintained by
skilful agents from the Baltic, will continue to spread
and lead finally to a war with Russia. The Golos finds
it incumbent to commend to the consideration of the
Eussian public these silly lucubrations of a writer
who obviously knows still less of Germany, its require-
ments and aspirations, than he does of Switzerland,
upon which he recently published some few hundred
pages of moonshine. That is really quite unnecessary.
The only grain of truth in Mr. Dixon's wisdom is that
no leading German statesmen and no sensible people in
Germany give a moment's thought to Curland and
Livonia in the same sense as they once did to Schleswig-
Holstein. The agitation, which was not initiated with
much skill, and was from the very beginning hollow, has
not increased, but on the contrary has long since died out,
with the exception of some faint echoes in opposition
newspapers, whose faith in the cause they plead is itself
slender. Every one with the least insight into the facts
knows that f German' Eussia, with its one German to
every ten inhabitants, cannot for an instant be
assimilated to Schleswig-Holstein, nor Eussia herself to
Denmark ; and furthermore, that we have not the least
right to interfere in the administration of those
provinces, nor the slightest interest in their conquest,